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A Message from the Executive 
Director 

Greetings, it's hard to believe the 2018-
2019 school year is coming to a close. 
After all of the hard work throughout the 
year, it is time to recognize the 
wonderful accomplishments of our 
students and staff. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Employee Recognition 
Dinner this month and being a part of 
the celebrations. As June approaches, 
keep an eye out for the many summer 
camps and programs the DCIU has to 
offer. Don't miss an opportunity to stay 
involved and on your toes! 

Maria Edelberg, Ed.D 
Executive Director, DCIU 
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Summer Robotics Camp 

August 12-16, 2019 

Registration is now OPEN for the 
LocoSummer Modern Robotics 
Camp! Click HERE for more 
information. 

Coffee with the Exec 

May 6 | Sharon Hill | 7:30am - EI 
8:00am - HS 

May 20 | Marcus Hook | 8:00am 
June 3 | Rockbourne Falls | 8:00am 

Join Dr. Maria Edelberg for coffee 
and conversation! 

Delaware County Hero Bowl 

May 30 | 7:30PM 
Cardinal O'Hara High School 

Come out at support this football 
game to raise money for the Hero 
Scholarship Fund. Players from 25 
Delaware County High Schools will 
be competing! 

Parent Workshop: Executive 
Functioning 

May 7 | 6-8PM | DCIU Morton 

This training will focus on defining 
executive function and and the core 
areas affected by executive 
function. Please email 
rkelly@dciu.org to RSVP! 

U p c o m i n g 
E v e n t s 

https://www.dciu.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=240&ModuleInstanceID=4672&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=5248&PageID=3426
mailto:rkelly@dciu.org


 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Department 

Spotlight 
featuring 

Speech and Language Development 
Kim Cott and Melinda St. George 

May is Better Hearing and Speech Month, so what 
better time to highlight the wonderful work of our 
Speech-Language Pathologists (SLPs)! DCIU SLPs 
are rising to the occasion in so many ways, not only 
in the month of May, but all year long. 

This year, EI SLP, Margaret Chernela-Lyn was 
awarded a grant from the Delaware County 
Educational Foundation to establish a multilingual 
library at Folcroft Head Start. The creation of a 
multilingual lending library aligns with the DCIU’s 
vision to create dynamic and innovative solutions 
for families by providing them with resources to 
facilitate and promote language and literacy 
development.  Many families face challenges and 
wish to participate in literacy and language 
opportunities for the betterment of their children. 
This library will help them reach their goals. 

Providing resources for not only the children, but 
the families is a key goal as well. In March, Isabella 
Lavelle, EI SLP, began providing parent training for 
all of the families of students who use Augmentative 
and Alternative Communication (AAC) as their 
primary or augmentative means of communication. 
Additionally, Alison Gerber and Michelle Graham 
have been collaborating to share a monthly speech 
and language resource for parents in Kathy 
Mignone’s autism support classrooms. The 
programs have been beneficial in helping parents, 
teachers, and students communicate. 

Sometimes, our educators must work on a case by 
case basis. EI SLP, Kelly Lytle implemented a core 
board with fringe vocabulary for a student on her 
caseload who was not using functional 

communication at school.  She now prompts 
herself independently on the core board to make 
some requests, comments, and protests using the 
core board with verbal or gestural prompts. 

Speech therapy involves the pull out model to help 
students with articulation disorders including 
practicing sounds and motor speech patterns with 
traditional therapy and Prompt.  Language therapy 
includes pull out for grammar instruction and 
receptive/expressive language practice. School-
Age SLP, Lorraine Pierce shared various service 
delivery models in the DCIU Language Support 
Program. She runs a language station that 
includes books/stories and follow up activities, 
augmented with grammar activities. The students 
really enjoy it! 

Our SLPs work incredibly hard to help students 
succeed and are an invaluable asset to the DCIU. 
Continue to keep up with the Speech and 
Language team by visiting their webpage here. 

https://www.dciu.org/Page/1753


  

 

 

   

   

Marple Education Center 

Autism Walk 

On April 2, students at Marple Education Center held an 
Autism Walk in honor of World Autism Awareness Day. 
Students dressed in blue walked around the school and 
later in the day created their own puzzle pieces, which 
represents Autism Awareness. 

Special Visit from Author 

On Thursday April 11, 2019, as part of Autism Awareness, 
Appreciation, and Acceptance Month, the Low Incidence 
Program welcomed Ms. Jasmine Poole, author of Rece Wants 
Cereal. Rece Wants Cereal is written about MEC’s own Maurice 
Rush, Ms. Poole’s son. Ms. Poole read the story about how 
Rece wants cereal! But he is completely non-verbal and unable 
to use his voice to tell his mom! The story focuses on how will 
he get his precious cereal? The Low Incidence Program joined 
Rece, a unique boy with autism, as he learned how to get what 
he truly wants in a whole new way. 

Coffee and Art Show 

On April 9, Marple Education Center held a Coffee 
and Art Show to highlight the many talents of the 
MEC students. Coffee and pastries were sold to 
attendees before the show and the cafeteria was 
decorated with all of the unique art created by the 
students. Many students performed different songs 
and dances as a part of the show. Some of the 
performances included "Let It Go", "Cha Cha Slide", 
and "Baby Shark". The crowd loved the show and 
even sang and danced along! 



 

 

 

 

Best Buddies 

Buddy Ball 

On March 31 2019, Haverford High School Best Buddies went to 
Harriton High School for the Buddy Ball! This event was open to 
everyone in our chapter! There were about 50 students from HHS 
who went. Everyone had a lot of fun at the Candyland themed 
dance! We had a great time reuniting with our friends from other 
high school chapters, and dancing the night away! Everyone is 
extremely excited for next year’s Buddy Ball! 

Talent Show 

On April 11th, Conestoga High School hosted the Best 
Buddies talent show! This year’s theme was “TV Shows.” 
Haverford High School Best Buddies chose to perform to 
the “Fresh Prince of Bel Air” theme song which was 
choreographed by Conor Gibson. Our chapter practiced 
for three weeks to prepare for the talent show! Peer 
Buddies and Buddies danced together in front of other 
Best Buddies chapters.  Conestoga provided a lunch for 
all of the schools which included pizza, water ice, and 
snacks!The talent show was a lot of fun and everyone 
enjoyed performing! 

Friendship Walk 

On April 29, the Best Buddies Friendship Walk took 
place at the King of Prussia Mall. At the event, Best 
Buddies of Haverford High School was awarded with 
Chapter of the Year in the Greater Philadelphia Area! 
Thank you to all of those that work so hard to make 
Best Buddies great! 



 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   

  

Recipe Contest 

On April 26, the DCIU, in partnership with Linton's, held a 
Recipe Contest at Morton. There were ten contestants 
comprised of parents of students from across DCIU programs. 
DCIU staff judged the ten dishes and it was a tough 
competition as they were all delicious. Ultimately, Ms. Maude 
James won first place with her dish of Rice and Peas with 
Stew Chicken and Kale. Thank you to the judges and 
participants for making it such a successful competition! 

Head Start 

On Wednesday, April 10, the DCIU Early Head Start/Head Start 
program held its annual I’m Moving, I’m Learning event at Morton. 
This is special invite event for EHS/HS families and is devoted 
to promoting health in young children and their families. It was 
founded on the belief that healthy preferences for food and beverage choices, physical activity, and daily 
health routines can be tasty, fun and developed early in life. We honor the role that parents, early 
educators, and health care providers play in helping young children develop and keep healthy habits. 
Families were invited to come and partake in a healthy meal, see health food demonstrations, dance and 
learn. 

Throughout the month of March, students at Folcroft Head Start 
learned about reusing everyday  materials, i.e., newspaper, paper 
towel rolls, and plastic bottles, during their Creative Curriculum, 
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” study.  Some of the items made by the 
students include butterflies, collages, and sensory bottles. 

The County Alternative School 

April was a busy month for Mike Cruise and the TCA culinary students. On April 24, they catered the 
Making a Difference Award ceremony at Northly Middle School for 250 guests.  Elijah Hall, a TCA 
Culinary student from Radnor received an award during the celebration.  On May 1, they catered an 
event at the Aston Campus for 50 guests during the district director’s monthly meeting.  On Thursday 
and Friday of this week they catered the CCIU’s PA Inspired Leadership (PIL) courses hosted at the 
Morton office for 20 guests each day.  It is truly amazing the amount and quality of food that Mike can 
produce with his TCA students. 



  

 
 

  
       
     
       

   
 

        
    

Hi-Q National Champs 

On April 5, the Garnet Valley Hi-Q 
team participated in the National Hi-Q 
Championships. The team 
represented Pennsylvania as they 
competed against teams from three 
other states: Washington, Alabama, 
and Wisconsin. The teams used 
video conferencing to compete with 
one another. 

The four teams started strong but 
Garnet Valley began to pull ahead 
and couldn't be beat. The final scores 
displayed Garnet Valley's strenth as 
they finish with 59 points! In second 
place Alabama finished with 45 
points, while Washington finished with 
28 points and Wisconsin finished with 
22 points. Congrats to Garnet Valley! 

New Video Series! 
We have launched a new video series that 
will highlight the many wonderful programs 
and opportunities DCIU has to offer! Be sure 
to check them out! 

Click here to watch our first video on Low 
Incidence and Special Programs! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=395PhGP0M_Y&t=1s


   

    
      

 
       

        
      

      
       
       
     

      
       

       
       
     

       
      

           
          

             
            

          
           

           
         

             
              

STARS and Staff Celebrations! 

STARS 
Jacquie Conner, Speech Pathologist, MEC 

Nominated by Kristen Temprine and Christy Hiergeist 

Jacquie Conner is a speech therapist at 
the IU who works in the Hearing Support 
classrooms at the elementary and middle 

school level. Jacquie is a dedicated 

therapist who works hard for her students. 
Recently, she went above and beyond in 

exploring options to enhance the 

communication and language skills for a 

middle school student who is deaf and 

who is also an English language learner. 
Ms. Conner has been working with this 

sixth grade student since kindergarten 

and has been a strong advocate for 
his progress in acquiring listening and 

spoken language. Ms. Conner voluntarily took on the responsibility of guiding the 

educational team through the SETT (Student Environment Tasks and Tools) process 

for this student in hopes to gain information about additional resources to utilize for 
him in the classroom to expand his expressive and receptive language. Ms. Conner 
gathered information from the student’s family (in his native language), teachers, 
therapists, and out-of-state school district to ensure that she was addressing his 

needs at every level—keeping the whole child in mind. Ms. Conner deserves 

recognition for her dedication, leadership qualities, and positive attitude throughout 
the process of bettering the education and services for this student. This student is 

so lucky to have a speech therapist willing to go the extra mile for him. 



   
   

         
 

          

       

         

       

      

       

        

        

          

      

       

      

       

            

               

                

               

                  

             

           

             

         

STARS and Staff Celebrations! 
Excellence in Teaching Awards 

Nomination submitted for Mike Davis, Excellence in Teaching Award Winner 

Mike Davis is in his 29th year as a Health 

and Physical Education teacher for the DCIU. 

Most of his years were spent teaching in the 

high school emotional support program. He is 

currently the Health and Physical Education 

teacher at The County Alternative High School. 

Mike Davis is much more than a classroom 

teacher. He is the TCA High School basketball 

coach. Last year he won the Coach of the Year 

Award for the local alternative basketball 

league. Mike Davis is also the building 

trainer for Crisis Prevention and Interventions. 

During full day in-services in November and 

February, when other teachers are sitting in training sessions, Mike Davis is working 

hard to train not only TCA staff but staff from the K-8 emotional support programs as 

well. Mike is a total professional as a teacher, coach, and trainer. TCA is lucky to have 

such a dedicated professional like Mike as a teacher in the program. Mike goes out of 

his way to make sure all staff and students are safe every day at TCA. He is the first 

person to greet the students at the door during the morning routine, and throughout 

the day he is having meaningful productive conversations with the students. Mike 

Davis does a great job in building meaningful relationships with students. The bond he 

has with so many students in the building is remarkable. 



 

 

 
      

       
        

 
 

     

 

Staff Profile 

Joe Flynn 
On a snowy February evening in 1964, young Joseph 
Flynn entered the world.  A world view shaped by his 
adoring mother and strict Catholic discipline, Joseph 
attended Temple University in those halcyon days of 
the 1980’s obtaining a BA in Secondary Social Studies.
 Continuing his academic pursuit of all that is to be 
known, Joseph attained a Masters in Education from 
Widener University in 1994, then returning to the scene 
of all his emotional scars, his certification in 
Educational Leadership from Immaculata University.    

Prior to his years at the DCIU, Joseph taught Social 
Studies at Glenolden School for fifteen years, 
transitioning into building leadership in 2003.  His years 
at DCIU have been most fulfilling personally and 
professionally, recognizing our collective vocation to 
educate many of the most challenging students in the 
county.  Outside of the DCIU, Joseph takes great pride 
in his role of husband and father, enjoys woodworking, 
loud, abrasive music and the Philadelphia Phillies. 

Guess Who 
Time to guess again! Can you guess 
the administrator in this photo? He or 
she will be featured in our next Staff 
profile! 

Click HERE to take your guess. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NLZPP76


  

  

       

            
          

            
   

 
             
              

         
 

            
 
  
  
  
  

  
  
 

  
 
  
  

 
   

   
  

             
          

      

Health and Wellness 

Drop the 
Sugar 

The Many Names of Sugar and Sugar Substitutes 

Read food labels closely, and you’ll be shocked how many foods marketed as 
“healthy” contain massive amounts of added sugar. In fact, many foods 
labeled as “diet,” “low-fat” or “no-fat” simply replace the fat content with sugar 
or sugar substitutes. 

To make it even more complicated, you’re not just looking for the word sugar 
on the food label! There are at least 61 different names for sugar on food 
labels depending on the specific type of sugar used. 

To steer clear of the most common ones, look for and avoid: 

• Sucrose Cane juice • Maltose High fructose 
• Aspartame Agave nectar • Glucose corn syrup ( t’s 
• Saccharin Barley malt • Maltodextrin as bad for you 
• Molasses Dextrose • Rice syrup as you’ve heard) 

The best way to avoid hidden sugars is to primarily consume fresh foods that 
don’t have labels or contain single ingredients: whole grains, fruits and 
vegetables, lean protein, nuts, seeds and legumes. 
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